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Chapter 1: Foreword and introduction. 
 

Foreword  

It is with great joy and a profound sense of 
gratitude that I write this foreword to mark the 
130th anniversary of our beloved church. This 
remarkable milestone stands as a testament to 
the enduring faith, resilience, and unwavering 
commitment of our congregation and all those 
who have walked through our doors over the 
decades. 

Since its opening in 1896, our church has 
served as a spiritual home for generations, 
providing not just a place of worship, but also a 
centre of compassion, fellowship, and service 
for our community. Through times of 
celebration and moments of challenge, we 
have stood together, guided by our shared 
belief and the teachings that continue to 
inspire us today. 

This publication commemorates the journey we have travelled, honouring the legacy of 
those who came before us and celebrating the vibrant life of our church as it is today. It 
is also an opportunity to reflect upon the values that have enabled us to thrive — love, 
kindness, and a steadfast commitment to serving others. Our story is one of faith in 
action, lived out daily in the lives of our members and in the outreach that touches so 
many beyond our walls. 

As we look to the future, let us draw strength from our shared history and remain open 
to new possibilities and growth. May this anniversary inspire us to deepen our faith, 
nurture our community, and continue our work with renewed hope and joy. My heartfelt 
thanks go to all who have contributed to this publication, and to everyone who has 
played a part in our church’s ongoing story. Together, we celebrate 130 years — and look 
forward to many more blessed years ahead. 

With every blessing, 

Rev Dr Richman Ncube 
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Introduction  

Miriam Walpole’s History of Hunstanton Methodist Church was published in 1996 to 
commemorate its 100th anniversary.  

The object of this new edition was to continue the story as the church reaches its 130th 
anniversary in 2026; however, as news got around of my endeavour I was given new 
insights into those earlier years. Much of this was information that would not have been 
readily available to Miriam, thanks to the world-wide web and my contacts with fellow 
archivists. So, what started as a ‘History Part 2’ has expanded. 

In hindsight I should have commenced this account when some of our dear members 
were still alive, for they would have had fascinating memories. However, I am grateful to 
present members of our fellowship for their input, and I have also been able to access 
some archive material. 

David Elvidge                                                                                                                                                           
Church Archivist                                                                                                                                                        
May 2026 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sketch by Rev David Bucktrout 
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Methodist ceremony 
The Rev H J Martin, chairman of East Anglia Methodist District, is pictured on Saturday 
laying the oIicial commemorative stone for the new Methodist school hall at Hunstanton.  

The hall is being built at a cost of £9,500 and is expected to be ready early next year.  

The new building will replace one which has been in use for 80 years and was at one time 
the Methodist church. A special service in the church followed the ceremony. 
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Chapter 2: Earlier times 
Miriam Walpole’s excellent history reproduced in Section 1 describes the work leading 
to the opening of the Wesleyan chapel in 1896.  

Norma Virgoe has provided information about Methodism before 1896. There was a 
Wesleyan society in what is now known as Old Hunstanton in 1809, meeting in a 
cottage possibly behind the Neptune Inn. In those days, every place where religious 
services were held had to be registered with the Bishop of the Diocese. An application 
for a registration would be made to his registrar, who would then issue a certificate.                                                                                                                                                                      

The first application which mentions Methodists in Hunstanton (Old Hunstanton) was 
for a cottage, the property of William Tilney. It was applied for on 5 April 1809 and 
granted on 16 May. The signatures on the application were those of ‘William Tilney, 
Proprietor, Mary Smith, Occupier’. The application was witnessed by Edmund Jarett, 
Marmaduke Revell and William Gilpin. Both William Gilpin and Marmaduke Revell were 
Wesleyan itinerants, i.e. ministers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr William Gilpin, Preacher of the Gospel. 11th January 1815. 
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The 1851 Census of Religious Worship                                                                                                           
A census took place on 30 March 1851, and all places of worship were required to make 
returns for every service that took place on that day. A report was published after all 
returns had been analysed. It is suspected that the results of the census caused a 
sensation, as the huge impact of nonconformist worship became clear. As far as is 
known, such a detailed census was not repeated. 

There is a return for ‘Hunstanton’, which in 1851 would have been for what is now known 
as Old Hunstanton. Here is what was reported: 

Wesleyan. Erected about the year 1836.                                                  
Separate & Entire: Yes.                                                                        
Exclusive: Exclusively as a place of Worship.                                               
Sittings: all Free Sittings.                                                                                
On 30 March: Morning: 27, Evening: 60. Total 87.                                                                                                        
Signed 31st March, Miles Hamerton, Manager, Post Ohice, Hunstanton.  
[White’s Directory for 1845 states: Miles Hamerton, druggist, and earthenware dealer – 
Post OGice]. 
 

The Building of Chapels                                                                                                                                         
The late Jim Welham wrote an excellent article for the monthly magazine, Town and 
Around in July 2014, headed The Building of Chapels. Construction of St Edmund’s 
parish church began in 1865. Jim notes that early non-conformists had to hold services 
on the seashore (when the tide was out!). The non-conformists said that it was 
‘deplorable that in the only church in Hunstanton St Edmunds, ritualism was rampant 
and Romish doctrines were promulgated’. However, they accepted that although the 
pomp and ornate ceremonies of St Edmund’s were painful and objectionable, they were 
legal, and although meaningless they must be ended. 

In 1887 the Methodists created a new circuit of six chapels within an eight-mile radius 
of Hunstanton St Edmunds. They had become discontented with their arrangements at 
the Union, where they were allowed to hold their own services once a month and had 
started to meet at the Minister’s house. Within a year this became too crowded and in 
December they began to hold services at the club house behind the Neptune Inn. This 
met with such success that in February 1889 they asked Hamon Le Strange for 
permission to build a new chapel in Old Hunstanton. To their surprise, he ohered them 
‘an isolated site, large enough to build a chapel and school room, in a cornfield beside a 
cart track’ (now Austin Street). 

Initially they declined the land, believing it was too close to the Union Chapel. However, 
within a few weeks the Union authorities, who for the first eighteen years had had no 
resident minister, appointed the Rev Richard Clih to that fulltime position. The 
Methodists then decided they must accept Hamon’s oher and build their own chapel, 
although they would maintain their friendship with members of the Union to oppose the 
‘priestism and ritualism’ in St Edmund’s Church.  
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Chapter 3: Press Reports and Sir Alfred Jermyn                                 
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Stone-Laying, 12th June 1889                                                                                     

The new chapel was built from corrugated iron and able to accommodate a 
congregation of 250. It also had a small school room. Two memorial stones were laid by 
Mrs Alfred Jermyn of Lynn (see above) and the second by Miss Pattie Wilson of Beaupre 
Hall, Outwell, after which both ladies were presented with books of Wesley’s hymns. 
Each placed £5 upon the stones and various others made contributions. The hymn 
These stones to Thee in faith we lay was sung. The chapel was erected in six weeks by 
Alfred William Pocock, Iron Building Works, Chelsea, at a cost of £300. 

The following report appeared in the Lynn News and County Press. 

New Wesleyan Chapel at Hunstanton.                                                                                                         
On Wednesday the memorial stones of an iron chapel were laid by Mrs Alfred Jermyn, of 
Lynn, and Miss P Wilson, of Beaupre Hall, Outwell. There was a large gathering of friends 
from Hunstanton, Lynn, and the villages surrounding, and the weather was beautifully 
warm. The service was somewhat delayed owing to the lateness of the Lynn train, which 
brought the ladies and ministers who were to take part in the event. The first hymn from 
the specially printed sheet was announced by the superintendent minister and sung 
very heartily.  Scripture was read by the Rev G Kirby White of Norwich, and the 
dedicatory prayer was oGered by the Rev J Foot of Lynn.  

The Rev D W Barr then briefly sketched the history of the movement they were met to 
advance. Ninety-eight years ago, the Walsingham circuit was formed by division of the 
Lynn circuit. It existed for 96 years, during the latter part of which period Methodism had 
so declined in several of the villages, owing to various causes, that a few enterprising 
spirits of the neighbourhood aroused themselves to devise some plan which would 
enable Methodism to recover her position and consolidate her work. A scheme was 
drawn up, part of which provided for the severance of some six villages surrounding 
Hunstanton, planting a minister at Hunstanton to work up these causes and to 
shepherd the Methodists of Hunstanton itself.  

There was no Methodist chapel at Hunstanton, nor any prospect of one, even though the 
promotors desired to build one. But feeling that the time had not yet come, an 
arrangement was made with the trustees of the Union chapel, by which the Wesleyan 
minister was to preach one Sunday per month in that pulpit, but all distinctively 
Methodist meetings were held in the minister’s home. Six months ago, Methodist 
services were begun in a club room, where it existed a generation ago. Such was the 
success of this enterprise that a deputation waited upon the squire asking for a site of 
land in the old village, upon which to build a small chapel. DiGiculties were raised, but 
Mr Le Strange suggested that a site might be obtained in the new town. This, however, 
was refused as it was felt the arrangement already referred to was suGicient for the 
present. 

Meanwhile, however, steps were taken by some of the Union chapel to secure a regular 
Congregational pastor. It was then felt by the Methodists of the town that the only 
course open to them was to commence regular services of their own.  They then 
approached Mr Le Strange for the land they had formally refused. In every courteous 
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way he treated their request – both as a man of business, a gentleman, and a Christian. 
A plot of land was secured large enough for a permanent chapel and schoolroom, and 
an iron building which with all expenses will cost about £300 was begun. It was in no 
antagonistic spirit that they met that day to inaugurate the work. They intended to 
maintain the high and noble tradition of their great founder, and to be “The friends of all, 
the enemies of none”. 

The Rev D W Barr then requested Mrs A Jermyn to lay the first stone and referred in high 
terms to her own and her husband’s deep interest in the welfare of the circuit. Mr Jermyn 
placed a cheque for £5 on the stone [around £800 today]. The next stone was laid by 
Miss Pattie Wilson. Mr Jermyn, Senior Circuit Steward, handed the trowel to her and 
speaking of her own and her ancestors long connection with Methodism. Many 
donations and promises were personally or by proxy laid on the stones, and a collection 
was made. The total receipts to date amounted to £233. 

 

There was some debate in the press lamenting the separation of the Wesleyans from 
the Union Church. 

Lynn & County News – 18 June 1889 

Sir,                                                                                                                               

The statement is made by the Rev. H.H. Barr, according to the report of his address in 
your last week’s paper, that the necessity of a Wesleyan chapel was not felt until the 
Congregationalists took steps to obtain a resident minister of their own. I wish to know 
whether this statement is correct. If it is, it is directly contrary to what is said by the non-
Wesleyan portion of the Union chapel congregation. Their belief undoubtedly is that 
their friends took no steps to obtain a resident Congregational minister, until the 
Wesleyans had determined upon separating themselves from the united congregation. 

This should certainly be cleared up in the interests of truth. 

I am, yours truly, 

AN ENQUIRER. 

Lynn & County News – 22 June 1889 

Sir,  
The ceremony which took place at Hunstanton on Wednesday week, as I learn from your 
valuable paper, brings to an end a laudable experiment in that religious unity of which we 
often hear so much but see so little.  

For a period of twenty years the Nonconformists have maintained at Hunstanton a place 
of worship in which the members of Christian communities outside the Episcopal church 
have had equal privileges and met together in divine worship, unahected by diherences 
of opinion either upon matters of Church government or denominational observance, a 
true "union at hearts," it may be assumed, in the cause of a common Master. The 
arrangement also appeared highly suitable to the circumstances of a place like 
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Hunstanton where Nonconformity, if it was to live and thrive, could hardly do the former, 
much less the latter, except by a combination which put aside merely denominational 
diherences, and formed a union upon principles common to all the free religious 
organisations. The principal nonconformist bodies were parties to the building of a 
chapel upon this basis, the foundation stone laid by Mr. J. J. Colman, M.P. and in 
inasmuch as the combination thus formed has lasted for the time already dated, it is a 
reasonable conclusion that it has justified the work of its founders. To outsiders at any 
rate it has presented a spectacle only too rare in the religions life of our time, and 
particularly in village life, that is to say, the suppression of sectarian rivalries which are 
not seldom the reproach, same times the opprobrium, of English Nonconformity.  

I am not about to say a word against the zeal which prompts a religious community to 
increase its spheres of usefulness and to set up visible symbols of its evangelising 
energies in any corner of the earth's surface. The Wesleyans, who have obtained a site at 
Hunstanton for a chapel of their own, are, of course, fully entitled to oher their own 
special spiritual privileges to any portion of the population. Their determination to build 
a chapel for themselves is not one of which anyone has a right to complain. But it does 
seem a melancholy satire upon Nonconformity that in a small place like Hunstanton the 
(at best, and at best in the season,) scanty congregation which attends the existing 
chapel should be divided into two, each having the burthen of its own establishment to 
maintain, and each entering of necessity, the circumstances of the case being what they 
are, into rivalry with the other. Nor will the division now accomplished stop here. The 
Primitive Methodists are not always at one with the Wesleyans, and their claim upon Mr. 
Le Strange for a site for a chapel will now be irresistible, to say nothing of others, including 
the Salvation Army, whose religious melodies are heard in our highways upon a Sunday. 
There is a growing feeling amongst Nonconformists everywhere especially amongst who 
are the most frequently called upon for financial help, that the multiplication of places 
especially in rural districts is often injudicious and unnecessary; and there can be no 
doubt at all that so often in towns, and still more so in villages, the propensity which exists 
to break up congregations without any adequate cause has long been regarded as an evil 
to be overcame and not a virtue to be encouraged. I am not in a position to know all the 
circumstances of the schism which has been brought about at Hunstanton; but so far as 
they are matter of public conversation, they do not seem to be altogether such as can be 
honestly applauded, and unless I am altogether misinformed, those observations of the 
Rev. Mr. Barr, in which he (feeling that a justification was necessary), threw the blame 
upon the action of the Congregationalists, give an inaccurate version of the facts.  

I make these remarks, I assure all persons concerned, without the least prejudice, and 
only out of a sentiment of regret that a mere handful of Christian Nonconformists could 
not continue to “dwell together in unity," in that way which was thought "good and 
pleasant" in the old days, and which is not less so now whenever the world has the rare 
opportunity of witnessing it.   I am, your obedient servant, UNITY & CONCORD.     

June 19th.  
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On 26 June 1889, on a glorious summer day, a large crowd gathered to witness the 
opening ceremony. Although some had travelled a considerable distance, the chapel 
was unable to accommodate them all. 
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Alfred Jermyn handed the Rev David Barr a silver-plated key with which to unlock the 
door. The service was ‘enlivened by the hearty singing of the congregation and the choir 
of the Tower Street Chapel, Lynn’. Tea was later served in the schoolhouse and in a 
nearby marquee that accommodated a further 300. 

 

Norfolk News 29th June 1889 

 

HUNSTANTON. 

 A NEW WESLEYAN CHAPEL. – The ceremony in connection with the opening of the 
new iron chapel at Hunstanton St. Edmund's took place on Wednesday afternoon. 

The building has a nice interior, being wainscoted throughout, roof included and has 
rows of well-made benches. The front entrance is a kind of porch, on each side of which 
is a memorial stone. After devotional exercises Mr. Alfred Jermyn presented the key to 
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Mr. D. Barr, and having alluded in appropriate terms, spoke in a congratulatory way of 
the successful ministry of the Rev. D. W. Barr at Hunstanton. 

Mr. D. Barr said it gave him much pleasure to be there that day to open their new house 
of prayer. Upon the doors being opened the chapel was speedily filled, and the Rev. 
Richard Jenkin, chairman of the district, conducted a service. A public tea had been 
arranged to take place in a marquee fronting the chapel, but this was found to be totally 
inadequate to accommodate the numbers. A long table was arranged in the chapel, 
another outside the marquee, and the vestry also had to be utilised. In the evening there 
was a public meeting, under the chairmanship of Mr. Alfred Jermyn, senior circuit 
steward, when addresses were delivered by the Rev. Richard Jenkin, the Rev. W. E. 
Gardner, the Rev. D. W. Barr (the resident minister), Mr. David Barr (his father), and 
others. 

 

Lynn News & County Press – 29 June 1889 

THE NEW WESLEYAN CHAPEL. The ceremonial of the opening of the new iron chapel at 
Hunstanton St. Edmund's, took place on Wednesday afternoon. The building has a nice 
interior, being wainscoted throughout, roof and all, and has rows of well-made benches. 
The front entrance is a kind of porch, on each side of which are the memorial stones laid 
about a week ago.  

The time as announced by placard when Mr. David Barr, of Birmingham, would “turn the 
key" was 3.45. but on account of the non-arrival of a number of friends expected from 
Lynn, the ceremony was postponed for a short time. The proceedings began with the 
991st hymn from the Wesleyan hymn book, ‘Christ is corner stone,’ which was sung by 
the crowd assembled in front of the building. after which a prayer was said by the Rev. W. 
E. Gardner. Upon its conclusion, Mr Alfred Jermyn presented the key to Mr. Barr, and 
having alluded in appropriate terms to the occasion of the opening, spoke in a 
congratulatory was of the ministry of the D. W. Barr at Hunstanton.  

Mr. D. Barr observed that it gave him great pleasure to be there that day to open their new 
house of prayer, and concluded a very suitable address by urging those present who had 
not already done so, to give themselves up to the service of God.  

Upon the doors being opened, the chapel was speedily filled, and the minister appointed 
to conduct the service, the Rev. Richard Jenkin, chairman of the district, gave out the 
hymn, "Pleasant are thy courts above" which having been duly sung, prayer was said 
suitable to the occasion, and other readings from scripture followed. Addresses were 
delivered by the Rev. Richard Jenkin, the Rev. W. E. Gardner, the Rev. D. W. Barr, the 
resident minister, Mr. David Barr (his father) and others.  

Mr. Jenkins then preached from 20th chapter of Matthew, first 16 verses, "The kingdom of 
heaven Is like unto a man who is a householder,” etc. The collection realised £3.18s. 

A public tea, as had been arranged, took place in a tent fronting the chapel, but this was 
found to be totally inadequate with regard to space for the number present, for the vestry 
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was also filled, a long table was arranged in the chapel. another outside the tent and then 
there was not room enough, so that some took tea on the green sward, sitting in groups.  

In the evening at seven there was a public meeting under the chairmanship of Mr. Alfred 
Jermyn, who is senior circuit steward, when the chapel was more than comfortably filled. 
The proceedings commenced with the announcement of a hymn, "Lo God is here" etc., 
which was heartily sung. Prayer was ohered by Mr. Eggett of Lynn, after which the Rev. D. 
W. Barr introduced Mr. Alfred Jermyn to the meeting and requested him to preside. After 
some introductory remarks, Mr. Jermyn called upon the Rev. D. W. Barr, the 
superintendent of the Hunstanton circuit, to address the meeting. The speaker expressed 
his intention not to make a speech further than to give a brief sketch of the history of the 
movement they were met to further. He felt this necessary because of certain anonymous 
letters which had appeared in the columns of a local newspaper. and which he could not 
answer directly because the writers had not the courage to attach their names to their 
opinions. More than six months since Methodist services were began in a club room in 
Old Hunstanton. They were so successful that in February last application was made to 
the squire, Mr. LeStrange, for a site of land in the old village on which to build a chapel. 
Dihiculties were raised by the squire, who, however, ohered a site at New Hunstanton. 
This was refused on the ground that the existing arrangement by which the Wesleyan 
minister preached once a month in the Union chapel was suhicient for the present. In the 
course of time, however, praiseworthy steps were actively taken by the Union chapel to 
secure a Congregational pastor of the Union chapel, and thus supply a longfelt want. The 
Methodists then feeling that, as such, they were then excluded from chapel, the only 
thing for them to do was to take the bold course they had followed with so much sucess. 
There was no ungenerous rivalry, but a desire to fulfil the Methodist motto, to spread 
scriptural holiness through the land.  

The next speaker called upon was Mr. Chas. Smith, the secretary, who read a list of 
donors, from which it appeared that, including the help received from every source, they 
had received about £300. 

 Mr. A. J. Scott, of Lynn. then delivered a hearty address, and was followed by the Rev. W.E. 
Gardner, who warmly expressed his sympathy with the enterprise.  

The Chairman of the district, the Rev. R. Jenkin, was the next speaker, and was succeeded 
by Mr. David Barr.  

The collection was afterwards made which, with the afternoon collection, amounted to 
£7.10. A vote of thanks to the gentlemen who had opened the chapel, and had furthered 
the interests of the scheme by the gift of £50 was proposed and carried. Votes of thanks 
were also expressed to the Chairman and to the Rev. Richard Jenkin for his valuable 
services, to the choir and organist of Tower Street, Lynn, for their aid on the occasion, to 
the ladles who had presided at the tea and had provided trays, and to Mr. Jermyn for the 
loan of seats and the gift of lamps.  

The doxology and benediction concluded the meeting.  
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The following are press reports concerning Methodist activities in the following years. 

 

Downham Market Gazette – 20 August 1890 

HUNSTANTON - The Wesleyan Sunday School children’s anniversary was celebrated on 
Sunday and Monday last. On Sunday the Rev. R. Culley conducted services morning and 
evening. In the afternoon, there was an open-air service in the Esplanade grounds (kindly 
lent by Mr. Watson) conducted by the Rev. H.W. Goodwin and Mr. Walter Goodwin, both 
of Docking. Between 200 and 300 people were present. On Monday a flower service was 
held in the chapel. Mr. Thomas Cockshott of Peterborough, presiding. The speakers were 
Major T. Davey of Peterborough, Rev. F.H Thomas (circuit, minister), Mr. J. Bowman, and 
the Rev. D. W. Barr (the former circuit minister). During the evening prizes were given to 
the children.  

 

Diss Express - 15 May 1891 

Wesleyan District Meeting held at Diss – 

 Home Missions meeting - Mr. A. Jermyn next addressed the meeting, and as representing 
the Hunstanton circuit, he gave interesting account of the good work carried on by the 
various societies in that neighbourhood. He mentioned that the home mission fund had 
done much for Hunstanton, and among other signs of success he said that new chapels 
had been built, others that had been shut up were re-opened, and there were indications 
of deep religious awakening among the hearers. 

 

Downham Market Gazette – 18 July 1891 

The Sunday School Anniversary was celebrated on Sunday. In the morning and evening 
the Rev. T. Austin preached. A platform accommodated at the preacher’s stand some 
who, joined by the choir, sang anniversary hymns The boys were on one platform, the girls 
on the other. There were good attendances at both services. The afternoon service by the 
kind permission of Mr. Ingram Watson, was held on the Esplanade grounds and was 
conducted by the Rev. T. Austin assisted by the Messrs. Smith, Hill and Joice. There was 
a very good attendance. A flower service was held on Wednesday when prizes were given 
for regular attendance.  

 

Downham Market Gazette – 5 March 1892 

HUNSTANTON. On Wednesday in last week a meeting in connexion with this juvenile 
temperance branch was held in the Wesleyan chapel when a programme consisting of 
readings, recitations, and dialogues, interspersed with duets and other musical pieces 
was gone through with. The Rev. Mr. Thomas, the successor (Hunstanton circuit minister) 
of the Rev. Mr. Barr, presided. 



 
56 

Sir Alfred Jermyn by the Rev John Garfoot. 

From: The Story of Ninety Years: Methodism in the 
Ipswich Circuit 1909-98, 2001. 
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Some of you may remember Jermyn's Department Store at King's Lynn (now 
Debenhams) which was run on very similar lines to the store in the television series, 
complete with shop-walker in morning dress enquiring "Are you being served" and 
conducting you to the right counter. Here the obliging assistant would take down article 
after article to show you. They would then screw the money and bill into a small 
container and it would be whisked on a series of overhead wires to the cashier and be 
returned with your receipt and change. Or am I going back a bit? 

Its founder Sir Alfred Jermyn was a remarkable man. Born at Wymondham and brought 
up on a farm, at fifteen years of age he was apprenticed to Robert Sayle of Cambridge 
under whose influence he became associated with the Wesleyan Methodist Church. He 
became a member of Society and subsequently joined a band of young men in 
conducting cottage meetings in various parts of the town. Out of this band came several 
local preachers of whom he was one. These, under the guidance of Rev. E.P. Lowry, were 
largely instrumental in forming and working up a new Wesleyan Mission at Hills Road 
which culminated in building the former church where for several years the Leysian 
School worshipped before their own was built. 

In his autobiography he recalled attending the Jubilee meetings of foreign missions, 
listening to such famous speakers as Dr Osborn, Revs Thomas Champness from West 
Africa, Thomas Adams from the Friendly Islands and Dr Lyth from Fiji. 

Also on the platform was Joseph Ryder, the man who chiefly influenced Robert Sayle in 
purchasing 'The Leys’. 

After a time, he left Cambridge for a London house of business and attached himself to 
Hinde Street and its Young Men's Mutual Improvement Society. He then entered 
business in Bedford and worked with Mark Guy Pearse. Unfortunately owing to Mrs 
Jermyn's poor health he was compelled to give up a prosperous business and came to 
Lynn. He believed this move was providential guidance. His own words are worth 
quoting: 

I well remember the advent of the Rev. John Gould to the Norwich and Lynn District as it 
marked an epoch in its history. Mr Gould almost immediately set about a much-needed 
advance in connection with our Church. He called together a number of us laymen and 
discussed the necessity of a great forward movement. 

This met with the support of the late Dr Moulton and very soon an earnest appeal was 
made to the Cambridge and Ipswich circuits to sever their connection with London and 
join our District. I was one of a deputation of three that waited upon the two Quarterly 
meetings concerned, the result being a hearty co-operation on their part. The District of 
East Anglia was thus formed. 

One of the schemes he was involved in was Newmarket where he was invited to go and 
see the condition of the chapel. 

It was the building, with very little alteration, that had been used by the cockfighting 
fraternity in the previous half century. Here in his youthful days the Rev. Charles Garrett 
used to preach and on the weeknight Charles Haddon Spurgeon (who was an usher in a 
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school in the same square) used to go to hear his friend Garrett give his temperance and 
evangelical addresses. It was my great pleasure to take part in raising the money 
whereby the present charming place of worship was erected that now adorns a 
prominent place in this town o1 the great racing community. 

Other projects that he was very much associated with were the founding of the East 
Anglian (now Culford) School, Bury St Edmunds, and with the beginning of the 
Hunstanton Circuit, now amalgamated with West Norfolk 

In King's Lynn he founded his own business in partnership with C.W. Perr which went 
from strength to strength. You could do that in Victorian and Edwardian times if you 
were motivated by the nonconformist ethic of hard work and thrift. In 1897, he became 
Mayor of King's Lynn and was the first to break away from the old custom of going to the 
Established Church for the mayoral service. Instead, it was held in his own church, the 
old Tower Street. As a total abstainer he insisted on no intoxicants being served at his 
ohicial receptions. He founded a charity for the poor, which I believe still carries his 
name. A special concern of his was the creation of small holdings, whereby large 
estates. were purchased by local authorities for renting to small farmers and he served 
as honorary secretary of the Norfolk Small Holdings Association. In 1919 he was 
knighted 'for public and local services.' Jesus said, 'The Son of man came not to be 
served but to serve' and this is how he wants it to be with his followers. Archbishop 
William Temple said, 'The Church is the only organisation in the world that exists 
primarily for the benefit of its non-members.' We are called to serve. 

In Hymns and Psalms one of the 
sections is headed 'Witness and 
Service' It begins with 'A charge to 
keep I have' (785) which goes on: 

To serve the present age 
My calling to fulfil 

O may it all my powers engage 
To do my Master's will. 

 
Sir Alfred Jermyn certainly lived 
up to that. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial in Hardwick Cemetery 
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Chapter 4: The 1896 Church                                                                                    
The New Wesleyan Chapel and Press Reports 

Within a few years, the ‘tin hut’ was unable to accommodate the ever-increasing 
congregation, who also found dihiculty coping with the heat in the summer and 
draughts in the winter. A new Chapel was required. 

 

July 1893.                                                                                                                                                                      
The Wesleyans, who have for six years worshipped in an iron building, are building a 
new chapel at a cost of £1,200. Architect, Mr. J. A. Hillam; builders, Messrs. Collins and 
Barber, Downham. 

The ceremony of laying the foundation stones took place on Wednesday. The Rev. J. 
Lewis Smith directed the proceedings. The Rev. W. A. Leach read part of the 3rd chapter 
of I Cor., and the Rev. G. Searle ohered up, prayer. 
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Rev. J. Lewis Smith gave an address, and Mr. A. Jermyn laid the first stone and made a 
financial statement. The stone-laying then continued, and the Revd. Ferrier Hulme, 
Cambridge, gave an address. 

The building will be of carrstone, with chalk, length inside 60ft. by 30ft., height 18ft. up 
to the wall plate and will have a very substantial roof, covered with felt. There will be a 
half-octagon front and a porch. The windows will be pointed Gothic. The recess and 
rostrum will be at the north end, and a gallery at the opposite end. There will be chairs 
instead of pews. David Barr, Esq., of Birmingham, is a substantial contributor towards 
the structure. 

A public tea was served, and a public meeting was held in the evening. 

 

Norwich Mercury – 8 June 1895 

Sale of work in chapel and schoolroom. Various speakers before it opened. 

Vocal and instrumental music. – proceeds in aid of the circuit and new building fund. 

 

Norfolk News – 27 July 1895 

New Wesleyan Chapel - On Wednesday afternoon foundation stones of the permanent 
building which is to succeed the iron structure hitherto used for many years the members 
of the Wesleyan connexion, were laid by several friends of the Hunstanton Circuit and of 
the immediate neighborhood, in the presence of a numerous company. The Rev. J. Lewis 
Smith gave a short resumé of the progress of the Wesleyan movement in Hunstanton. Mr. 
Barr of Birmingham, who was to have laid the foundation stone, was unable to be present, 
and that duty was accordingly performed by Mr. A. Jermyn, Lynn, who said it was through 
the generosity and the ehorts of Mr. Barr that the land and temporary building had been 
acquired. They had to acknowledge the kind and large-hearted generosity of members of 
all the churches, The necessity for a second chapel in Hunstanton was shown by the 
crowded state of both in the season, and they were thankful for the glorious work still to 
be done. Altogether some £300 was in hand towards the new building, which will require 
£200 besides to complete it. 

 

Norwich Mercury – 27 July 1895 

HUNSTANTON. Wesleyans, who have for six years worshipped in an iron building, are 
building a new chapel at a cost of £1200. Architect, Mr. J. A. Hillam; builders, Messrs. 
Collins and Barber, Downham.  

The ceremony of laying the foundation stones took place on Wednesday. The Rev. J. Lewis 
Smith directed the proceedings. The Rev. W. A. Leach read part of the 3rd chapter of I 
Cor., and the Rev. G. Searle ohered up prayer.  
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The Rev. J. Lewis Smith gave an address, and Mr. A. Jermyn laid the first stone and made 
a financial statement. The stone-laying then continued, and the Rev. J. Ferrier Hulme, 
Cambridge, gave an address. The building will be of carrstone, with chalk, length inside 
60ft. by 30ft., height 18ft. up to the wall plate and will have very substantial roof, covered 
with felt. There will be a half-octagon front and a porch. The windows will be pointed 
Gothic. The recess and rostrum will be at the north end, and a gallery at the opposite end. 
There will be chairs instead of pews. David Barr, Esq., of Birmingham, is a substantial 
contributor towards the structure.  

A public tea was served, and public meeting was held in the evening.  

The following are press reports concerning Methodist activities in the following year. 

 

Norfolk News – 17 August 1895 

HUNSTANTON. Wesleyan Bazaar. —On Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday a fancy fair 
was held in marquees near the ‘Green,' and, despite unfavorable weather on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, was well attended. Thursday, however, was delightfully fine. The opening 
ceremony took place three o’clock on Tuesday afternoon, and was performed by Mr. and 
Mrs. Finch of Wast London, introduced the Rev. J. Lewis Smith (the minister in charge of 
the circuit), and supported by Rev. C. W. Rhodes, S. Blakeley and W.M. Johnson. The stalls 
were tastefully decorated by Mr. Broad of Messrs. Jermyn & Son, Lynn, and were presided 
over by the following ….   

A number of good class entertainments were given under the direction of Mr. G. M. 
Bridges of Lynn.... A clever and interesting entertainment was given gratuitously each 
evening by Mr. Hairy Foster and Company. The proceeds of the bazaar are in aid of the 
new Wesleyan Chapel now in aid of the new Wesleyan Chapel now in process of 
construction.  

Thetford & Watton Times – 30 November 1895 

HEACHAM. On Thursday in last week the Rev. S. Blakeley, who had been in failing health 
for some months past, died at his residence here, at the age of 58 years. In his early life 
he fulfilled the duties of tutor in a gentleman’s school. Later feeling himself called to the 
ministry, he, in 1869 ohered himself as a candidate to the Wesleyan Methodist 
Conference, and being accepted, was sent direct to the work in the Lisburn Mines circuit. 
He afterwards travelled in the Pembroke, Neath, Ramsey, Isle of Man, Cheadle, Salisbury, 
Spalding, and other districts. In I889 he became a supernumerary, and came to reside in 
this parish, and took an active part in the Hunstanton circuit until prevented by ahliction. 
He was up to the time of his decease also a member of the Heacham Parish Council. At 
the Monday a large number of persons joined the procession, many coming from long 
distances. In the Wesleyan Chapel a short service was conducted by the Revs. 
Charlesworth, Barr, and Barrowclough, B.A., B.D., after which the cohin was taken to the 
parish church, where the Vicar, the Rev. G.T. Thompson, read part of the burial service, 
the Revs. Charlesworth and Barrowclough again ohiciating at the graveside. 
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The Wesleyan Chapel was opened alongside the ‘tin hut’ on 15 June 1896, on what was 
to become the junction of the High Road and Austin Street. The carrstone building was 
constructed by William Jarvis of King’s Lynn, for £1,540. 
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Mr David Barr JP                                                                                                                                 
The foundation stone of the church 
is located on the west side of the 
porch. It commemorates David Barr 
Esq. of Birmingham. 

 

David Barr was born in Fillongley near Coventry on 18th March 1831, the son of a 
shoemaker. He went on to become a successful businessman. He was converted at the 
age of 12 under the preaching of Thomas Collins and became a local preacher himself 
at the age of 20. He progressed to take on the roles of Vice-Chairman, Treasurer and 
trustee of the Wesleyan & General Assurance Society, which had originated at Cherry 
Street Wesleyan Methodist Chapel, Birmingham. 

In public life at various times, he served on the local Boards of Lighting, Health and 
Guardians, and the School Board, and held ohice in the local church and circuit. In 
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1892 he was elected to the Local Preachers Mutual Aid Association General 
Committee, becoming President in 1906. He instituted a fund and gave a site at 
Fillongley to provide seven cottages for necessitous local preachers. 

At the time of the 1891 census, aged 60, he was living at 117 Hagley Road, Edgbaston, 
with his occupation given as Estate Agent and Local Preacher. 

His son, the Rev. David William Barr (enrolled in membership 1881; died 1914), was 
minister at Hunstanton at the time of the building of the iron chapel and later stone 
church. Mr Barr was a substantial contributor towards the £1200 cost of the church.  

Mr David Barr died on 9 March 1910 and is buried at the General Cemetery, Birmingham. 

The Methodist Times of July 1896, contained the following article:                                              

                                                                
Mr David Barr has been a continuous member of the Wesleyan Methodist Church for 
fifty-three years, during forty-five of which he has been a local preacher. He has filled all 
the oGices open to Methodist laymen, except that of class-leader. Mr Barr takes a deep 
interest in everything aGecting local preachers, as readers of this paper well know, and 
is an active member of the Committee of the Local Preachers Mutual Aid Association. 
He is a director and trustee of the Wesleyan and General Assurance Society. Mr Barr has 
taken a prominent part in local municipal aGairs, having been fifteen years a member of 
the Aston School Board, twice chairman of the Aston Local Board of Health, a member 
of the Aston Board of Guardians, vice-chairman of the Birmingham Board of Guardians, 
with a membership of six years, chairman of the Saltley Ward Liberal Unionist 
Association, and a member of the Committee of the Rural Labourers’ League. He has 
one son in the ministry, Rev D W Barr, and his daughter is the wife of Rev W R Dent. 

His autobiography, ‘Climbing the Ladder: the struggles and successes 
of a village lad’ (1910) can be read via this link.  
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The architect for the 1896 church, J A Hillam, 
also designed London Road Methodist Church, 
King’s Lynn, and Dersingham Methodist Chapel. 
Given its appearance, it would seem highly likely 
that Hillam also designed Newmarket Methodist 
Church, which bears a striking resemblance to 
Hunstanton. 

 

1896 also saw the opening of the Town Hall, facing The Green. In 
those days New Hunstanton would have been lit by gas, piped 
from the gas works where the Tesco superstore is now located. 
There is still evidence of the gas lights in Hunstanton Methodist 
Church, with light brackets in the gallery and vestry (left). 

 
 
 
 

 
Hunstanton in 1896 
 
In 1896 Hunstanton, at 50 years old (dated from opening of the New Inn, later Golden 
Lion) was an established resort. 

Hunstanton, now a well-known and much frequented watering-place, occupies, without 
doubt, one of the most healthy sites in the kingdom: the climate is usually dry and 
bracing, owing to the scanty rainfall and the absence of fog, except at very rare intervals, 
and the air is known to be strongly impregnated with ozone; in spring the east wind is 
less keen than in the midland counties: the pier, erected in 1870, is 800 feet in length, 
supported on cast-iron columns, resting on screw piles, and aGords a spacious landing-
place and an agreeable promenade. The bathing is both safe and good. There are three 
good hotels, a few villa residences, and numerous lodging-houses. 
{Kelly’s Directory 1892} 

The same directory lists places of worship, including: Wesleyan, Rev. Frederic Henry 
Thomas; 11 a.m. & 6.30 p.m.; wed. 7.30 p.m. This would have been in the previous 
(1889) structure on Austin Street. 

Tourist activities mainly involved promenading, along the Green, the local area 
(Ringstead Downs) and along the Pier and Prom. This is now known as the North 
Promenade, in those days lined with buildings ohering amenities such as Bazaars (Gift 
Shops) Reading Rooms and Photographers. Similar amenities existed on the Seaward 
Side of the station in a group of buildings, run by photographer William McLean and 
including a “Camera Obscura”.  There were private libraries for book hire, and bathing 
machines where intrepid swimmers could change and emerge into the water. The clih 
area had not yet been opened to the public. 

!
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This was a growing town, the population including Old Hunstanton was 1,893 in the 
1901 census. Most of what we know in the central part was already there, around the 
Green and the Railway Station, so this would include LeStrange Terrace, Westgate, St 
Edmunds Terrace, Greevegate, the northern part of Southend Road, Church Street and 
the grand blocks along Clih Parade. 

Commercially, the centre was alongside the Railway, and LeStrange Terrace can be 
considered the first High Street. There were more shops, mainly on Westgate and “The 
Royal Parade” (opposite the Church on Greevegate). The High Street as we know it now 
was not yet established. There were some cottages on the east side, and the west side 
was mainly the gardens of Tamworth House. The Post Ohice was on Westgate. 

The school on James Street had been established, and there were several private 
schools. The town was also supplied by a Gasworks on the current site of the Tesco car 
park and petrol station. The first of the famous convalescent homes was built on 
Valentine Road in 1879. These are all modern names for the streets.  

1896 itself saw the opening of the Town Hall for the new Hunstanton District Council, 
who had renamed the town from “Hunstanton St Edmunds” to “New Hunstanton”, the 
establishment of the West Norfolk Recreation Grounds, and the replacement of the 
older structure with the fine new Methodist Church on Austin Street. 

Philip Thomas 
Hunstanton Society 
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1896 Book: Enquire Within upon Everything 

This encyclopaedia was first published in 1856. To quote from the editor's introduction: 
 
Whether You Wish to Model a Flower in Wax; 

to Study the Rules of Etiquette; 
to Serve a Relish for Breakfast or Supper; 
to Plan a Dinner for a Large Party or a Small One; 
to Cure a Headache; 
to Make a Will; 
to Get Married; 
to Bury a Relative; 

Whatever You May Wish to Do, Make, or to Enjoy, 
Provided Your Desire has Relation to the Necessities of Domestic Life, 
I Hope You will not Fail to "Enquire Within." 
 
The 1896 edition found in the church archives contains 2,768 entries on every topic 
imaginable, plus seven tables at the end. The cost of publishing the book would have 
been partly supported by advertisements, a selection of which is shown here. 

 

 

 



 
72 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
73 

Scripture Cake Recipe                                                                                                                

There was a piece of writing paper found in the book, giving details of how to make a 
Scripture Cake. This is reproduced below. 

4.5 tea cups of 1st Kings, chapter 4, verse 22                                                                                                    
1.5 tea cups of Judges, chapter 5, verse 25                                                                                                           
2 tea cups of Jeremiah, chapter 6, verse 20                                                                                                           
2 tea cups of 1 Samual, chapter 30, verse 12                                                                                                        
2 tea cups of ?, chapter 3, verse 12                                                                                                                     
1 tea cup of Numbers, chapter 3, verse 12                                                                                                           
2 tablespoons of 1 Samuel, chapter 14, verse 25                                                                                 
Season to taste with 2 Chronicles, chapter 9, verse 9                                                                                      
3 or 6 of Jerimiah, chapter 17, verse 11                                                                                                                 
A pinch of Leviticus, chapter 2, verse 13                                                                                                            
1.5 cups of Judges, chapter 4 verse 19                                                                                                                  
2 teaspoons of Amos, chapter 4, verse 5  Follow Solomon for the ?   for making a good ? 
and you will have a good cake. 

On the reverse of the sheet:                                                                                                                                 
Flour, butter, sugar ? raisins, figs, almonds, honey spice, eggs, salt, baking powder and 
bake well. 

 

The following are press reports concerning Methodist activities in the following years. 

Norfolk Chronicle – 12 June 1897 

A bazaar was held on Monday and Tuesday at the town Hall for the purpose of defraying 
the debt of £60 remaining on the circuit accounts of the Wesleyan body. 

 

Norfolk Chronicle – 30 July 1898 

HUNSTANTON. The Wesleyans have held a circuit gathering for the reduction of the debt 
remaining on the church recently erected in this town. The Connectional committee have 
promised, when an additional £440 to the £680 already received has been raised, that 
they will give £200, and lend £100 without interest for ten years. Tho whole cost of the 
church was £1,540. 

Norfolk News – 20 May 1899 

Primitive Methodists – HUNSTANTON. A public meeting was held in the Primitive 
Methodist Chapel on Tuesday, presided over the Rev. R. Holman. Capital addresses were 
delivered by Mr. C. Rolfe, Mr. Barnham, and Sister Lizzie [one of the Sisters of the People], 
who also presided the harmonium, the Burston choir assisting with the singing. A 
collection was taken for the Chapel Fund. Votes of thanks were passed to all who 
assisted in the service. 
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Eastern Daily Press – 23 May 1899 

 Wesleyan Methodists 

At the Town Hall, people of all denominations were invited to spend money at a bazaar, 
the objects of which were to clear oh or reduce the debt on the Hunstanton Wesleyan 
Chapel. The bazaar was opened by Mr. J.C. Izard, M.A. of Cambridge. Today it will be re-
opened by the Mayor of Lowestoft and on Wednesday by Mr. Ruskin Hancock of Leicester. 

 

Eastern Evening News – 8 July 1899 

EAST ANGLIAN APPOINTMENTS: WESLEYAN CONFERENCE. The first draft of stations of 
Wesleyan ministers was published yesterday morning. The following are the 
appointments for the East Anglian District: …. 

Hunstanton (Norfolk), Richard H. Higson, who shall change one Sunday every quarter 
with the ministers of the Lynn Circuit, and act under the direction of the chairman of the 
district. 
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Chapter 5: Photographs and advertisements from earlier 
times. 

 

Wesleyan Methodist Magazine 1902 

First published as the Arminian Magazine by John Wesley in 1778. Its name was 
changed in 1798 to the Methodist Magazine and again in 1822 to the Wesleyan 
Methodist Magazine to distinguish it from other branches of Methodism. 

It was published in monthly instalments and bound into annual volumes. It contained 
biographies of holy people, letters and accounts of pious living individuals, sermons, 
articles concerning faith, Christian poetry, pictures of Methodist ministers, and 
missionary stories.  
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1928 
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1932                                                                                                                                                        

1932 was a momentous year for Methodism with the Deed of Union bringing together 
the Wesleyan Methodists, Primitive Methodists and the United Methodists to form The 
Methodist Church of Great Britain. 
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Also in the archive are several copies of The Vine magazine of the Docking Primitive 
Methodist Circuit. The cost of publishing would have been supported by advertisements 
for local companies, and a selection accompany this section. Whilst the magazine 
might not have been widely read by the Wesleyans, the advertisements would have 
been familiar. 
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Chapter 6: Post WWII to present day. 
1940s 

Back row: E Handley, E Wyer, Rev E Warren, D Rogers, Unknown? 
Front row: Mr Chilvers, Jacob Fletcher, Rev Carty 
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Methodist Guild      

                                                                                                                                          
Amongst the archives is the Winter 
Session programme for the end of 
1948 to the first four months of 
1949.  

The programme is headed with the 
motto: One Heart, One Way.  

This is followed by the Guild Pledge:  

I will earnestly endeavour in the 
strength of Christ to live a truly 
Christian life, to read the Scriptures 
daily and attend to the duty of 
private prayer.  

I will try to avoid in my daily life 
anything that would bring discredit 
upon myself or the Church of Crist 
and do my best to maintain the 
friendly spirit of the Guild.  

There then follows a whole foolscap 
page of events. 
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1960s and 70s: Children and Youth Activities                                                                                         
For many years Hunstanton Methodist Church had thriving Sunday School classes and 
youth activities. There is still a Sunday class for children and an activity space at the 
back of the worship area. 

There is a notebook from the 1960’s containing minutes of the Sunday School 
Committee. At the back are lists of requirements for several Sunday school parties.  
Here is the list for a party on 4 February 1961:      

To cater for 70 children:                                                                                                                                                

3 bottles orange squash                                                                                                                                                
6 doz bottles of minerals                                                                                                                                  
quarter pound tea                                                                                                                                                         
2lb sugar                                                                                                                                                                               
6 pints milk                                                                                                                                                                 
packet of straws                                                                                                                                                             
10 sliced loaves                                                                                                                                                              

2lb margarine                                                                                                                                                                      
1lb butter                                                                                                                                                                             
2 boxes cheese spread                                                                                                                                                
1lb cheese                                                                                                                                                                          
18 eggs                                                                                                                                                                                   
8 bundles cress                                                                                                                                                              
20 dozen small cakes                                                                                                                                                  

12 jellies                                                                                                                                                                                 
1 tin fruit cocktail                                                                                                                                                               
6 boxes crackers                                                                                                                                                               
6 doz oranges                                                                                                                                                                      
6 doz apples                                                                                                                                                                        
6 doz 6p choc                                                                                                                                                          
4lb sweets 

This press cutting and photograph shows Charlie Frammingham supervising young 
people working on a vegetable garden. 

 This appears to 
be at the back of 
the church and 
would have been 
before the hall 
was built in the 
late 1960’s. 
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Amongst the archives is a ring binder of press cuttings, journals and papers relating to a 
particularly active time in the 1960’s and 70’s. The first page has the rules for 
Hunstanton Methodist Church Youth Club, signed by Mary Buxton, Valerie Taylor and 
Philip Taylor, dated 29 June 1962. This has the declaration This is to certify that Jean 
Parton s a full member of the club.  

Underneath the form it is noted: When the Youth Club was first started, the club rules 
were rather diGerent from they are now. The Rev S Holt was then Minister, and this was 
in 1962. In the following pages we are going to illustrate to you the various events of our 
Youth Club from 1966 – 1970. As you will see, our Youth Club has helped to raise money 
for many diGerent campaigns; all were supported and rewarded well. 

The following pages start with sponsored walks, accompanied by photos and press 
cuttings.  

A press photo from March 1967, features John Ward receiving a Juvenile Missionary 
Association certificate from Rev A Fairhurst. It is noted that John collected £30. 4s. 4d. 

There is an East Anglia leaflet about the needs of Haiti and an appeal for help. 
Presumably, the Youth Club would have been involved in fund-raising. I sent a copy to 
The Rev The Lord Leslie Grihiths, who spent a number of years in Haiti as Methodist 
Minister. 

There are letters in 1969 from Lincoln City Council thanking the Youth Club for help 
given when a party of young people camped for two weeks in Hunstanton. 

Sponsored walk for YMCA 1966 
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The programme and press cuttings for the stone-laying ceremony for the School Hall 
[church hall] in August 1969 are included. 

 

There is an interesting letter dated 9 December 1969 from British Railways, giving 
permission (with conditions) for the Youth Club to walk along the King’s Lynn – 
Hunstanton Railway line. A hand-written note mentions some walkers suhering from 
knocked and bruised ankles from the railway lines! 

February 1970 saw the Youth Club organise a sponsored Knit-In, and a Valentine Social, 
with prizes for the ‘Funniest and Prettiest Valentine Card’. 

The Youth Club’s involvement with the national Methodist Association of Youth Clubs is 
well documented. In addition to district events, Youth Club members also participated 
in huge gatherings in London. Clih Richard featured at a MAYC event in the Royal Albert 
Hall in 1971. 

A barn-dance took place in the Church Hall, and it is noted To Make the hall look more 
like a barn, straw was put on the floor and lanterns were put around the hall. 

In July 1972 some members of the Youth Club stayed at Dhalling Manor Methodist Guild 
Holiday Home in Dunoon. A hand-written note next to a postcard:  A very hot week – the 
only hot week of the year! 

There is also a black & white photo of a large group of people (next page). An 
accompanying hand-written note names some of them: Leslie Parton, Mervyn King, 
Sally Russell, Johnny Rutter, John Ward, Heather Smalls and Jean Parton. Also noted: 
Sally Barker decided to hide.  

Another page has a postcard of Plas-Y-Coed guest house, Colwyn Bay. A hand-written 
note describes it as a Methodist Guild Holiday Home in July, 1973. Those attending were 
John Ward, Sally Barker, Sally Russell, Mervyn King and Jean Parton, all spending a week 
there. 
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In 1973 the Youth Club took part in the MAYC Go Great. A hand-written note: The Youth 
Club had several eGorts for this scheme, the first being the ‘Christmas Flop’, which it 
was! Carol-singing on Christmas Eve at the Golden Lion and Le Strange hotels raised 
approximately £11. 

In May 1973, the Youth Club played a 24-hour table tennis marathon, raising £35 for the 
MAYC Share the Shell week.  

Table tennis marathon. John Ward, Sally Mohat, Johnny Rutter, Sally Barker, ?, Ricky 
Bellars, Martin Steward, Richard Smith, Janice Trundley, Debbie Callaby, Sally Crussell. 
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From the local newspaper: “Next weekend over 12.000 Methodist Youth Club members 
from all over Britian will be invading London for a special weekend" designed to give a 
sense of purpose and experience of fellowship with others". Among them will be five 
members of Hunstanton Methodist Youth Club. 

The weekend will include a folk festival, national five-a-side soccer and netball 
competitions, a show at the Royal Albert Hall in which about 1,000 club members will 
be taking part, and a special service on Sunday morning which is to be televised by the 
BBC.” 

On the way to London. 1973 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St James Park, London. 1973 
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October 1973 saw the Youth Club heading to Lincolnshire for an event named Skegness 
Rock.  

The binder finishes with the following note: 1974 saw a change of leadership at the 
Club. The Youth Club had to be closed in March owing to lack of leaders. The 
membership was 50-60 each Friday at this time. After much prayer and thought the Club 
re-opened in September when Alec and Florence Callaby oGered to take over 
leadership.  

In looking through this binder, I am struck by so many happy, smiling young people and 
no doubt they will have had many happy memories. Surviving in the archive is a 
beautiful large green banner with Hunstanton Methodist Church Youth Club in gold 
lettering.  

 

Recollections from John Ward                                                                                                                              
“As for the Youth Club of my day, it was run by Jean Parton, and Charlie & Betty 
Framingham who also ran the Sunday School, with classes in the morning and 
afternoon. It was the afternoon session when we did most of the work for the Scripture 
Union exams. One of the highlights of the year had to be the stage that Charlie built in 
front of the church for us all to sit on for the Sunday School Anniversary each year. Good 
job there was no Health & Safety requirements in those days! 

The Youth Club was heavily committed to MAYC. On one occasion our region was 
picked for one of the displays at the Royal Albert Hall, where there were two shows on 
the Saturday that went alongside the services held at Westminster Methodist Central 
Hall. I was involved and I can’t remember the themes, but I had to be strapped inside a 
model T Ford and carry it around the floor of the hall! 

Jean Parton used to take us on holidays at Methodist Guild hostels. These gave us our 
first taste of being away with friends, and sometimes brothers and sisters. On one 
holiday Jean even lent her car to her brother and I to drive to Gange over Sands for a 
week. Another great holiday was spent sailing on the Norfolk Broads with the Rev Brian 
Dams, who was the Minister at Docking. We stayed in a converted barn on the Broads 
and spent the week sailing and canoeing. All very basic, but what good fun. One job we 
had to do each morning was collecting the milk from the farm next door. Jean was a 
wonderful leader. 

The old tin hut (the hall that used to be sited next to the church on what is now the car 
park, and before the brick church hall was built) was a wonderful place to meet for 
Friday Youth Club. It was basic, but we really enjoyed the fellowship, table tennis and a 
host of activities. When club sessions finished, we used to walk home alone at about 
10pm and hope the chippy in Greevegate was still open for a bag of chips. 

Youth Club members that went to chapel used to sit in the back row on a Sunday night 
and then head oh to someone’s house for snacks before going home. We often went to 
Janet Fairhurst’s, the manse, in the street for ‘Snack & Music’ nights. In the summer we 
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would head down to the front and watch people skating at the fairground or walk out to 
the pier. 

The Christmas carol singing at the Golden Lion and Le Strange hotels was given extra 
sparkle by the candles that Mrs Freebairn, the owner, who lit real candles on the tree for 
us to sing against. Fire risk? What fire risk; it was her tradition! 

We were given a lot of freedom in those days, with none of the safeguarding worries we 
have today.” 

Thank you, John, for these reminiscences of happy times. 

 

March 1982                                                                                                                                                               
The Bulletin for March 1982 shows that Sunday services that were held at Austin Street 
took place at 10.30am and 6.30pm, with Sunday School at 10.30am. On Tuesdays a 
Bible Study Fellowship was held at a private house. Wednesdays saw the church open 
for prayer from 7.00am for 30 minutes. Wednesday was the time for the Women’s 
Fellowship in the afternoon and the Wednesday Group in the evening. Interspersed on 
other days were occasional circuit meetings and committees. 

This particular Bulletin had the ‘Good 
News’ that a substantial debt on the 
‘Roof Fund’ had been virtually cleared 
and the deficit was now only £93. A 
short service of Thanksgiving would be 
held at the beginning of the Church 
Annual General Meeting. Less good, was 
the report from the Property Steward 
that on several occasions the electric 
heaters in the Gallery Vestry had been 
left on! 
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Charitable fundraising 

National Children’s Home                                                                                                                                       
For a number of years Doreen Ward organised collections for the Methodist National 
Children’s Home (now known as Action for Children). Doreen was famous for her 
Strawberry Teas, served at Wallace & Doreen’s home. These occasions were more than 
just strawberries, always accompanied by delicious cakes. People gave generously to 
this worthy cause. 

In July 2008 the church also supported a campaign by NCH ‘Tuppenny Rush’, to 
assemble the largest ever amount of 2p coins. The inspiration for this event was the 
Saturday morning children’s film shows in days gone by which were known by this name 
in the 30’s and 40’s as the admission price was 2d. 

Wallace & Doreen also hosted similar events to raise money for worthy causes, 
including Killer TB and Water-Aid. 

One event put on by Denis & Jean Broadway in May 2008 stands out. This was a social 
event named ‘Desert Island’ with the caption of ‘Grass Skirts Optional’; the records do 
not mention if anyone adopted this style of dress!  

 

One World Week                                                                                                                                                        
Pat Sharman recalls being asked to put on an Indian cuisine dinner in October during 
One World Week. Pat was told to cater for 20 people; in the event news must have 
spread, because nearer 50 turned up! Perhaps a parallel can be drawn with the Feeding 
of the Five Thousand, in that all got something to eat and the event was a great success. 

 

Methodist Homes for the Aged (MHA)                                                                                                             
The church has been a supporter for many years. Pat Sharman recalls organising a quiz 
night, which attracted fellow Methodists from other parts of the circuit. 

 

Fairtrade and Traidcraft                                                                                                                        
Hunstanton Methodist Church has pursued the notion of Fairtrade for some years (with 
some gaps). Richard and Joy Webb were active members for a number of years until 
moving to the Peak District. Joy was a great advocate for Traidcraft and Fairtrade, 
ensuring that Fairtrade products were used in the kitchen. Joy also ran a Traidcraft stall 
in the link after Sunday worship. Here Joy shares her reminiscences. 

“We moved to Hunstanton in December 2005 and began attending the Methodist 
Church in early 2006. We were received into membership on 2 April. We found it a very 
friendly and welcoming church where even we incomers were included and listened to. 
Earlier that year we had gone to a café service in the church hall, and it had a Fairtrade 
theme! Wallace Ward was the main speaker. I had been a Traidcraft voluntary 
representative for some 13 years by then and it was great to feel the level of support for 
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Fairtrade in the Hunstanton Methodist Church family. On 7 May we went to the church 
annual meeting, and I think it was then that I asked if it would be possible to have a 
Traidcraft stall once a month, after the morning service. There were no objections, and I 
had the first one on Sunday 4 June – “It went well.” 

Through the years till we left I really appreciated the support of the church members, 
many of them without much spare cash but willing to spend a bit more on Fairtrade 
products because they knew the importance of fairness, in trade as in all other matters. 
The support of the regular sales at the church built up the profile of Fairtrade and 
Traidcraft in Hunstanton and the surrounding villages and I got invited to have a stall 
and/or give a talk to many diGerent groups in many diGerent places, including the sixth 
form at Smithdon High School (thanks to Rev Kim Nally’s wife who taught there). 

And with the church committing to using only Fairtrade coGee and tea etc, before long it 
had been awarded a Fairtrade Church certificate, which was renewed each year that we 
were there – and I think that despite my eGorts, it was the only church in Hunstanton to 
qualify.” 

 

Face Up, Stand Up, Speak Up                                                                                                                               
In 2007 Richard & Joy Webb commenced hosting a monthly meeting in their home. The 
purpose was to explore, discuss, pray about and campaign on the big issues which 
confront us as Christian members of a local community, national society and worldwide 
humankind. 

 

A Plea for Help                                                                                                                                                           
The church notices for November 2007 include a plea for warm blankets to cover the 
organ in winter. 
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From Town and Around in 2014 

It was with sadness that we said 
"Farewell" to our Minister, Kim Nally. 

We presented him with a large card 
in which all the members of our 
congregation had written a message 
thanking him for the ways he has 
touched their lives in the time of his 
ministry here and wishing him all 
the very best in his retirement.  

It was fitting that Kim's last service 
with us was on the theme of love for 
he has consistently preached the 
Gospel of Love.  

Included were those wonderful 
verses at the end of Romans 
chapter 8: "For I am certain that 
nothing can separate us from his 
love: neither death nor life, neither angels nor other heavenly rulers or powers, neither 
the present nor the future, neither the world above nor the world below - there is nothing 
in all creation that will ever be able to separate us from the love of God which is ours 
through Christ Jesus our Lord." But we cannot keep God's love to ourselves, it only works 
if we share it! 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK, which runs from 11th - 17th May, gives all of us an opportunity to 
share the love of God. The theme this year is "Fear Less" and we are asked to pray for 
and donate to help those whose lives have been torn apart by conflict. 

In 2014 the 1st World War which started 100 years ago is of course very much in our 
minds. It is worth remembering that this was the last major war in which most of those 
who died so young or were wounded so horribly were soldiers, sailors and airmen. Since 
then most casualties in all conflicts have been civilians - old men, women and children. 

"War tears lives apart. Love can piece them back together again Lord, make us 
instruments of your peace." 

Please, give, act and pray this Christian Aid Week. There will be gift envelopes available 
in the churches or, to donate f5 today, simply text GIVE to 60155. In the Methodist 
Church we are holding a special Christian Aid Week service on Sunday 11th May, 
beginning at 10.30am. Why not join us? You will be very welcome.   

Joy Webb 
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Mission Aviation Fellowship                                                                                                                            
In February 2017 it would be fair to say that there was a bit of a sensation in the car park 
– an aircraft! The church had decided to raise funds for Mission Aviation Fellowship, a 
charity which flies aid and medical supplies to remote areas of third world countries. 
The aircraft did not actually fly in, but arrived on a trailer with fuselage and wings. The 
wings were then bolted on. It of course attracted much attention and raised the profile 
of this charity. The church raised over £1,000. 
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HMC Serving the Community 

Hunstanton Methodist Church (HMC) has always been a lively fellowship and in 
addition to worship, ohers a range of activities, open to all. 

 

Norfolk Wildlife Trust                                                                                                                                               
For many years a branch held monthly meetings in the hall, but this has either folded or 
moved to other premises. 

 

Lip Reading                                                                                                                                                                 
The Sanctuary (school room) was used for a number of years for lip reading classes.  

 

Salvation Army                                                                                                                                                             
For many years the Salvation Army’s East Anglia Caravan Club used to camp around 
Whitsun each year at the Glebe House School. Charlie and Betty Frammingham made 
the initial contact. Later, Dennis and Jean Broadway had contacts with the Salvation 
Army and would arrange for the caravan club to bring their brass instruments for a 
concert/rally at Hunstanton Methodist Church on a summer’s evening. The church 
would be packed, and the singing would be rousing indeed! The weather was not always 
kind and on one occasion the dear Salvationists had to literally hang on to their tents 
and awnings during a night of violent gales, lest they be blown away! In common with all 
activities, the caravan club ceased visiting Hunstanton during the Covid pandemic. As 
far as is known, it no longer visits Hunstanton, but sadly contact was lost with passing 
of Dennis and Jean. 

 

Baby and Toddler Group 

Since April 30th 2025, we have been running a “stay and play” parent, baby and toddler 
group at our church.  We have received funding from Hunstanton Charity Shop and from 
the East Anglian Methodist District, for which we are very grateful. 

We have two church members regularly setting up the hall, both of whom have 
advanced safeguarding training and DRB checks. Two other church members are 
available to help occasionally and have had DRB checks. 

Second-hand toys and books were donated by a number of church members and by 
visitors to our Warm Space on Thursday morning.  We were also able to access 
donations of books from the local Bookstart service, via the local library. We have had 
visits from a health visitor and from the local Children and Families team. 

Grant money was used to purchase a storage chest, a large rug, some soft play blocks, 
and a blackboard/whiteboard and easel. 
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About 12 children and their parents or grandparents have attended this group at various 
times. Their carers have been able to make friends and have a cohee or tea. The 
children are provided with a fruit snack. New members are always welcomed. 

The sessions end with some nursery rhymes/singing and the families help us to tidy up 
the hall. The children have been taken into the church twice, once during the Flower 
Festival and once before Christmas, for a little carol service. Children were given a 
teddy each at Christmas. 

We have been advertising the group on various Facebook groups and Instagram, and 
there have been articles in Town and Around. We are registered with the borough 
council. 

We are also linked into a district-wide support group for churches working with children 
and families in West Norfolk, which can provide advice and some resources. There is a 
family hub based at St Faith’s Church in King’s Lynn, and advice is also provided for 
local families via Hunstanton Library. 

 

Fellowship Discussion Group                                                                                                                        
Bible study meetings have of course been a regular feature of Christian life at our 
church from the earliest days. This has continued, with occasional breaks, and the 
monthly Monday evening meetings have recently broadened to become a Fellowship 
Discussion Group, but still with bible study at the heart. 
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Monthly Lunches                                                                                                                                                          
For a number of years HMC monthly lunches were served in the hall. Tables would be 
set out, covered with white tablecloths. Initially food was cooked in the hall kitchen, but 
this eventually became dihicult. Agreement was reached with the junior school for the 
main course and desert to come from the school kitchen in special heat-retaining 
containers. Upon arrival the temperature of each container was carefully checked and 
then volunteers served the meals, which were taken to the tables, again, by volunteer 
‘waiters’ and ‘waitresses’. Tea and cohee was served from the church kitchen. 
Volunteers tackled the huge washing-up operation!  

Christmas was of course special, with the usual fare and crackers. The hall would be 
decorated. There would be music and carols at the end and as everyone left, they were 
given a goody bag. 

These lunches were not just for our fellowship, but open to the community. We 
organised a specially adapted minibus for those with mobility problems. It was 
heartening to hear the nice remarks from these lovely people, and it was clear that they 
eagerly looked forward to their monthly lunch and time of fellowship. 

Sadly, with an aging fellowship, the time came when we no longer had suhicient able-
bodied people to run the lunches, and they had to cease. 

 

Carpet Bowls                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
It is unclear when carpet bowls started, but for many years they would take place in the 
hall, with Wallace Ward organising. In his later years, Wallace retired, and his place was 
ably taken by John Utteridge. A specially built cupboard is at one end of the hall and 
houses the carpet on a large roller with bowls and associated equipment. Sessions take 
place on Monday and Friday afternoons and are attended by members of our fellowship 
and the wider community. Carpet bowls can be exciting just to watch and is much 
enjoyed. There is always an interval for tea & biscuits. 

 

Ladies Fellowship                                                                                                                                                  
There used to be a Ladies Fellowship every Tuesday. Surviving details are scant, but it is 
believed Nellie Bates and Doreen Ward were the prime movers. 

 

Warm Space                                                                                                                                                               
When the Covid pandemic had subsided in 2022, it was followed by a time of rising 
energy costs, so much so that some were struggling financially and could not ahord to 
heat their homes.  Chief Steward Jean Hornbuckle and the leadership team decided to 
oher refreshments and a chance to chat, in the cosy surroundings of the Link. This was 
every Thursday, from 10.00am to 12.00 noon, and commenced on 29 December 2022.  
It should be stressed that this was open to the entire community – not just members of 
our fellowship. Such has been the popularity, that ‘Warm Space’ continued throughout 



 
106 

the year, including the summer when perhaps ‘Chill Out’ might be more appropriate! By 
networking through Churches Together in Hunstanton, similar warm spaces were 
available on other days in the town. Warm Space continues. 

 

Time 4 a Yarn                                                                                                                                                                 
This group of knitters was started by Pauline Scotney. It is a time to enjoy fellowship 
while knitting. The group has undertaken several projects in support of the church and 
wider community. Two examples are the knitted figures and flags used to decorate a 
model naval ship (made by Carl Clayton) to commemorate the 80th anniversary of VE 
Day (Victory in Europe 1945); and a beautiful Christmas Tree which won 1st prize in the 
Hunstanton Christmas Tree Festival 2024. The basis of the tree was fashioned in wire 
netting, with knitted squares laid over, finished with knitted angels and figures. After 
Christmas, the squares were knitted together to form blankets and donated locally. 
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External Hirings  

Our premises are well situated, with the advantage of our own car park. Making the 
premises available for external hirings not only brings in vital income but also 
showcases our church. There is always the hope that people will be moved to try one of 
our services. There are of course controls on permitted hirings as laid down by the 
Methodist Church of Great Britain, such as no alcohol or gambling. This is explained to 
potential hirers, and all are required to sign a hiring agreement. 

Uniformed Children’s Organisations                                                                                                                                      
The premises is a popular place for uniformed children’s organisations to have 
‘sleepovers’. These have included brownies, girl guides, boys brigade and girls brigade 
groups. Some have been locally based, but many have come from away. The children 
use the hall to sleep and have meals, with supervising adults using the adjoining 
sanctuary and church vestry. For some children, this is their first experience of sleeping 
away from home. Our well-equipped kitchen is used to satisfy healthy young appetites! 
Sometimes it is a real pleasure to have visiting children join us for Sunday worship. 

Stroke Group                                                                                                                                                              
The Stroke Group uses the premises every Tuesday morning. These sessions are to help 
stroke survivors with professional advice and companionship. We are always happy to 
arrange special services, such as Christmas. 

Dog Training                                                                                                                                                                  
For many years now the hall has been hired for dog trainers. These professionals bring 
their own mats and leave the hall clean after each session. Our premises are well 
placed, with the car par and of course there is the Recreation Ground across the road. 

Red Hat Ladies                                                                                                                                                            
The ladies find the Link a warm comfortable place to enjoy their time together. 

New Hunstanton Women’s Institute                                                                                                                
For many years the WI has held meetings in the hall. 2026 is their 80th anniversary. 

Recorder Group                                                                                                                                                           
This small group meets each week, either in the Link or Worship area. 

Model Railway Group                                                                                                                                             
The group hires the hall for a programme of Saturday afternoon sessions, when 
enthusiasts bring their models. These include full steam locomotives! 

Northfields Allotments Club                                                                                                                                  
For a number of years the club held its Annual General Meeting in the hall. 

Martial Arts                                                                                                                                                                       
A recent addition to organisations hiring the hall. 
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Redevelopment 2009 

In 2006 a series of meetings took place to consider a proposal to refurbish the church 
and form a link with the church hall. In early 2007 it was agreed to appoint PDG 
Architects Ltd to undertake a feasibility study for the provision of a new welcoming 
entrance area, together with associated repair and renewal works. The most recent 
Quinquennial inspection had identified a number of issues that needed addressing: 
decaying stone window surrounds, mullions, and transoms; buckling of coloured 
leaded lights; repair of water-damaged roof timbers and lime plaster wall finishes. 

PDG Architects came up with the creation of a new principal entrance to create a 
positive image for the church buildings, and to serve both the worship area and hall. The 
‘Link’ as it became known would be light and airy and enable people to see into the 
premises, thus removing any visual barriers that might deter them having a closer look. 

With the new main entrance being at the north end, this gave an opportunity to re-
configure the worship area. The wooden pews, which were not part of the original 
fittings, together with the raised pulpit and sanctuary area were removed, allowing the 
formation of a new entrance to the re-oriented worship space. New chairs allowed 
flexibility in how they were arranged to suit diherent forms of worship or other activities. 
The wainscot panelling to the walls was retained, as was the internal glazed doors and 
screens. 

A raised platform in four sections was installed at the front on which rested the lectern 
and communion table. A stunning new tensile fabric canopy was installed to create a 
focal point, reminiscent of a sail of a boat, recognising that Hunstanton is a seaside 
town and still further biblical imagery. The ‘sail’ ohered the possibility of projecting 
images onto the surface. 

The project cost £300,000. The sale of another church in the circuit enabled the project 
to proceed. It was also most helpful that the Chancellor of the Exchequer had cut VAT 
(Valued Added Tax) after the financial crash of 2008. 

Interestingly, here are the costs of earlier buildings: 

• ‘Tin Hut’ first building on the site cost £170 in 1889. 
• The church of 1896 cost £1,717 6s 7d. 
• The church hall cost £9,990 17s 10d in 1970. 

The church fellowship undertook various fund-raising events, such as a strawberry 
cream tea, tabletop sales and collecting 20p coins. 

Richard Webb was appointed Chair of the Property Committee and ohers the following 
reflections. 

It was good to have such a visionary architect, who himself was a Methodist and so 
understood how the church worked and what was needed. It was he who proposed 
turning the worship area around, getting rid of the huge pulpit and pews and building the 
link between church and hall. However, it was (almost all) the church members who 
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accepted these radical ideas – with enthusiasm! The best parts of the refurbishment 
were:    

• The sail, the perfect focal point for worship, the association with Christ preaching 
from the boat.  

• The moveable platform which meant worship could be in rows or in the round. 
• The big window between the church and the link, making the worship area open 

and visible to all. A friend from one of the villages who used to come to Norfolk 
Wildlife Trust meetings in the hall never realised it had any connection with the 
church; joining physically made such a diGerence.                                                                         

• The accessibility for all.  
• The very good quality unisex toilets in the link (now these were somewhat 

controversial! A compromise was agreed, keeping the Ladies in the hall). 
• The large window in the link, opening the building to passers-by and the blue 

outside lighting, commented on by a small boy who said to his mum “You know, 
the blue church!”  Sadly, this was vandalised and not replaced.     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
From my diary, Saturday 28 November 2009: “The big day – church rededication service 
in the afternoon, with President of Conference preaching. Church packed and a very 
good service, all went very well. The architect, builder etc all there.” 
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A café church service 

 



 
111 

People                                                                                                                                                                                
A special afternoon service took place on 23 January 2011, to celebrate the 100th 
birthday of our oldest member, Kath Softley. She had selected the hymns, some of 
which went back to her earliest days in Sunday School – Kath had no need of a hymn 
book as she still knew the words oh by heart. 

BJ puppets:  

Puppeteers Brian & Josephine Grihin would occasionally bring their distinctive form of 
worship. A curtained structure would be located at the front of the church and Brian & 
Josephine would position themselves behind this before worship commenced. It is fair 
to say that this unique form of service was popular amongst young and old alike and 
was a fine way of getting the Christian message across.  

With what turned out to be perfect timing, Brian & Josephine were planned to take a 
service when a Girl’s Brigade unit from Bedfordshire had been ‘camping’ in the church 
hall over the weekend. It was a memorable send-oh for the girls before they departed for 
home. 

 



 
112 

2015: “Golden anniversary couple reaeirm their vows” 

Married on 20th February 1965 Pauline and David Scotney reahirmed their vows at 
Hunstanton Methodist Church on Sunday 22nd February in a ceremony that mirrored 
their original wedding service fifty years earlier. 

With their Best Man Paul Burdock and Bridesmaids Judith Scotney and Julie Goodacre 
in attendance along with friends and family the service conducted by Rev Steve Oliver 
was followed by lunch for eighteen at Caley Hall, Old Hunstanton. 

 

Pauline said: "We had a wonderful day; the service was on the theme of love; David and 
I chose all the hymns and to have our sons and their families there made the day very 
special." 
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“Doreen serves lunches for twenty years” 

Doreen Hemming (on the left) is presented with some flowers by Di Cosbey as an 
appreciation for her twenty years serving as a helper at the Hunstanton Methodist 
Church monthly lunches. 
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Humour                                                                                                                                                                                 
A quotation often used by Dennis Broadway is still in use: ‘If you see someone who 
hasn’t got a smile, then give ‘em yours’. 

Summertime at Hunstanton Methodist Church only began when David Ralphs appeared 
in shorts! 

 

The Absentee’s Alphabet 

This appeared in a Hunstanton Circuit ‘Carbecue’ programme, May 1976. 

I’d like to go to church, but…. 

A  is for Auntie, who will come to tea,                                                                                                                       
B  is for bed, which won’t release me,                                                                                                                    
C  is for car – “we need the fresh air”                                                                                                                      
D  is for dinner that Mum must prepare,                                                                                                              
E  is for enthusiasm, which I haven’t got,                                                                                                                  
F  is for foursome, which golfs quite a lot,                                                                                                               
G  is for garden, much “nearer God’s heart”,                                                                                                        
H  is for husband, who wont play his part,                                                                                                              
I  for intruders who sit in my pew,                                                                                                                                
J  for jealousy shown by a few,                                                                                                                                    
K  is for knitting, which Mum likes so much,                                                                                                         
L  the old language, it’s so out of touch,                                                                                                            
M  is for money, they  always want more,                                                                                                              
N  for the new tunes that I’ve not heard before,                                                                                                 
O  is for overtime, double on Sunday,                                                                                                                      
P  the preparing I must do for Monday,                                                                                                                 
Q  for queer noises which come from the choir,                                                                                               
R  for robed parson, he ought to retire,                                                                                                                   
S  is for sermons, as dull as can be,                                                                                                                          
T  for the telly I must really see,                                                                                                                                  
U  for unfriendliness I always find,                                                                                                                             
V  for the voice of the woman behind,                                                                                                                    
W  for weather, too much rain or snow,                                                                                                                     
X  is for extras, too busy to go,                                                                                                                                          
Y  for young rowdies who sit at the back,                                                                                                               
Z  is for zeal – and that’s just what I lack. 
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Climate and Justice Group 
The 15 churches in West Norfolk Methodist Circuit are twinned with Matjinge Methodist 
Circuit, Zimbabwe, in a mutually supportive partnership.  
 
One of our Ministers, Rev. Dr Richman Ncube, grew up in Matjinge and was educated at 
Matjinge High School, which is run by the Methodist Circuit.  
 
We aim to support the Matjinge Circuit as it addresses the many challenges it faces. 
 
Fundraising is promoted by the Crowdfunder web platform: 
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/west-norfolk-methodist-circuit-1136177 
The following is taken from the fundraising webpage. 

Matjinge is a rural community in the beautiful province 
of Matabeleland South, Zimbabwe. 

https://youtu.be/LabT4qbR3KQ 

 

 

 

The Superintendent of the Methodist 
Circuit is Rev Julius Tonderai Muteve.  

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/west-norfolk-methodist-circuit-1136177
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He covers a large rural area with 19 Methodist Societies and two church buildings, at 
Gwambe and Ngwana.  

Having no car, Rev Muteve has to walk up to 25 km a day to visit his congregations. 

Matjinge Methodist Mission runs a Primary School and boarding High School. About 195 
children attend the High School. Simple dormitories accommodate 120 boarders, 75 
girls and 45 boys. Many are orphans. 
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There are also day scholars at the High School and at the Primary School; some walk 
over 20 kilometres every day between home and school. Up to 600 children attend the 
Primary School. 

Most of the children’s guardians or parents live and work abroad in South Africa, 
Namibia, or Botswana, where they can earn more money than in Zimbabwe. 

Most good schools in Zimbabwe are unaffordable. Matjinge provides hope to many 
children whose families cannot afford expensive boarding schools. The Methodist 
Church in Zimbabwe provides uniforms and subsidises the $20 per term school fees. 
Despite this, some parents still cannot afford them.        

The Matjinge Circuit faces many challenges 
and hardships. With climate change, drought 
has worsened. The school’s borehole ran dry 
and children were having to walk about 5 
kilometres to fetch water. The headteacher, 
James Ndlovu, explained how this affected the 
pupils in this short video. 
https://youtu.be/knnsoZO2DSg 

With funding from donations, a borehole was 
restored and solar pump installed on the 
school grounds, about 300 m from the girls' 
dormitory and 200 m from the main school 
buildings.  

The water is pumped to two storage tanks to 
provide a regular supply to three taps - one for 
the school, one for the manse and one for the 
community. 

https://youtu.be/knnsoZO2DSg
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The School community gathered to celebrate the new system in July 2024. 
https://vimeo.com/974274471?fl=pl&fe=sh 

Rev Dr Richman Ncube visited the school to see the water system for himself and taste 
the water. Everything continues to work well. A 160m fence was installed around the 
Manse and garden to keep out goats so the minister and his team can grow vegetables, 
irrigated by the water supply. 

We received these letters of thanks from the school. 

https://vimeo.com/974274471?fl=pl&fe=sh
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Next the school and manse installed a satellite internet connection and bought six 
additional laptop computers. The children and teachers access educational resources 
and we can communicate with the Superintendent, but only when the electricity supply 
is working. 

https://youtu.be/bptc9B22Duc 

 

Our next goal is to provide solar lamps for the children and a solar battery to power the 
internet connection reliably. Could you help the children and families in Matjinge with a 
one-off or regular donation? 
 

 
 
For further information please contact Dr Rosemary Rayner: drrjrayner@gmail.com. 

https://youtu.be/bptc9B22Duc
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Chapter 7: Personal reflections. 
Recollections of David Elvidge                                                                                                                          
My wife and I came to Norfolk in 1975, living in South Wootton. We worshipped at St 
Faith’s, Gaywood, which had an LEP (Local Ecumenical Partnership) arrangement, 
where Anglicans and Methodists worshipped together (Gail is Anglican and I am 
Methodist, but we worship the same God!). At that time there were two leading figures in 
this part of the Methodist world: Leonard Barratt in the King’s Lynn circuit and Wallace 
Ward in the Hunstanton circuit. 

In those days there was the annual Methodist Wayfarer’s Supper, held in the 
summertime. We would be given the place where the first course was to be served, and 
it was then by word-of-mouth that we found out where to go for the main course. That in 
turn, again by word-of-mouth, was when we discovered the location for the desert & 
cohee. It was through these suppers that I first visited Hunstanton Methodist Church 
and met Wallace. 

In 2006, when our four children had long left home, that Gail & I attended a concert in St 
Edmund’s church. For some time, she had been trying to ‘persuade’ me that we should 
leave our five-bedroom house and move to a bungalow. Gail repeated this as we walked 
to St Edmund’s and suggested Hunstanton would be a nice place to begin the next 
chapter of our life together. I had not been feeling very well, so in order to quieten her I 
said ‘yes’, expecting the matter to be forgotten. Not so! Next day Gail announced she 
was going round the estate agents in Hunstanton! The ensuing sale of our house, 
purchase of a bungalow and some refurbishment work, led to us finally moving to 
Hunstanton in April 2007. I have to say that I have never regretted the move and 
Hunstanton is a delightful place to live. 

Having arrived in Hunstanton, we both decided we would try the various churches in the 
area, Anglican for Gail and Methodist for me. I decided to try the nearest Methodist 
church first and then work my way around others before deciding where I would be 
happiest. So, on Easter Day, 2007, I went to Hunstanton Methodist Church. This was 
before the major building works. I entered the Austin Street entrance and was 
welcomed and given a hymn book by Fred Parton. I sat in one of the pine pews at the 
back. I had only been there a short time when a gentleman at the front turned round and 
saw me. He got up and came to shake my hand, that man was Ernest Bates, who I was 
to become to know well. The service was conducted by Wallace Ward, a fine local 
preacher. 

After this joyful Easter service, we made our way along the outside of the church to the 
hall, where tea & cohee were served. I remember being surrounded by such nice people 
and could not have been made more welcome. When I returned home, I told Gail that I 
had found my spiritual home and would look no further for a place to worship. In my 
prayers that night I thanked God for directing me to Hunstanton Methodist Church and 
prayed a blessing on all the nice people there. 
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The Minister in 2007 was Rev Kim Nally, who I had met at a funeral service. Kim had 
been Minister at St Andrew’s Methodist church, Cleethorpes; Gail and I were married at 
Beaconthorpe Methodist church, Cleethorpes. In due course my membership was 
transferred from St Faith’s to Hunstanton, this being marked during morning worship at 
Hunstanton. 

At the time of my arrival in 2007, discussions were in full swing on a proposal to do a 
major refurbishment of the church and a new building to link the church and hall. I do 
remember some shall we say, ‘passionate’ discussion over what was going to be 
significant expenditure. But there was a majority in favour of the scheme, and this went 
ahead in 2008/9. The church (worship area) was changed to face the gallery and Austin 
Street, with access from the new ‘link’ extension connecting with the hall. A major 
feature in the worship area is a large ‘sail’, reminding us that Hunstanton is a seaside 
town, but it can also be used to project stills and videos onto it.  

During the time building work was in progress, a temporary entrance was made in the 
end of the school room to gain access to the hall which we used for worship. When 
everything was finished, a rededication service took place, with the then President of 
the Methodist Conference, the Rev David Gamble, as the preacher. 

I had been blissfully free of any ohice in church until one day Kim drew me to one side 
and asked if I would become ‘Pastoral Tsar’! After some thought I accepted but felt 
perhaps ‘Pastoral Secretary’ would be more appropriate! 
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Hunstanton Methodist Church (HMC) from Summer 1983 – Summer 2021                                
from the perspective of Julia and Michael Warnes 

During the 38 years for which Hunstanton Methodist Church was our spiritual home, we 
experienced the ministry of: 

Tony Gledhill (just for the first couple of months we were here.) 

Margaret Meakin, from September 1983 during whose ministry regular monthly 
Family Services were established. Over the school summer holiday period a rota 
of those experienced in leading Family Worship led Sunday Morning Services in 
the core churches of the Hunstanton Circuit. (Olive Lotsu, Stuart Bellis, Barbara 
Southgate and the assistant minister in the Circuit.)  

Keith Ledson, from September (?)1990 -1995 

David Bucktrout, from September (?) 1995 - 2001 during which time Annual 
Church Away Days were introduced which were a great uplift to the spiritual life 
of the church and considerable spiritual growth was witnessed among many 
individuals at this time. 

Kim Nally, from September (?)2001- 2013, during which time the church building 
was re-ordered, completed if 2009, and the creation of the role of Layworker with 
specific responsibilities for discipling and outreach.  

Steve Oliver, (?) 2013 -2020, a pattern of midweek communion and Minister led 
Bible Studies, with a proliferation of meaningful pastoral ministry. 

 

1980’s                                                                                                                                                                              
We moved to Hunstanton on 1 June 1983 with Michael’s job and a family of 5. 

Michael, Julia, Hannah (aged 4 due to start school in September), Rebecca (aged nearly 
3) and Ben (Aged 6 months). 

Prior to our move we had been attending an Evangelical Church of England (CofE), 
parish church and were looking for a church with sound Bible teaching, an active prayer 
life and facilities for children. Both Michael and I had a mixed church background 
between the Methodist Church and CofE. 

We had done our homework and Hunstanton Methodist Church became our spiritual 
home for 38 years. 

At the time we joined the church in 1983, there was a significantly sized congregation, I 
would estimate about 80 in number and 2 services every Sunday. 

There was an active Sunday School for 3-year-olds upwards through to younger 
teenagers. Charlie and Betty Frammingham, and Margaret and Alison Bellis were the 
core Sunday School teachers. And there was a weekly Youth Club headed up by the 
assistant Minister for the then Hunstanton Circuit, supported by Charlie Frammingham. 



 
123 

The older teenagers, over 16’s formed part of a group guided by Wallace Ward who 
would go round the Circuit with Wallace to help leading services – including readings, 
prayers and singing. 

There was a weekly early morning prayer meeting (7.15) so people who were still in 
employment could attend before going to work. Some folks from other churches in the 
town also joined in this. 

There was a regular Bible Study; as well as a midweek fellowship group held at the 
home of Joan and Carl Brocklesby. 

During the School Summer Holidays 2 Beach Missions were held. One week was run by 
Scripture Union headed up by Margaret Manning.  Members of HMC, together with other 
churches in the town, provided meals, hospitality and laundry facilities for the teams 
running the missions. And the older teenagers supplemented the visiting teams in 
helping to run activities and oversee the children. 

Gradually, regular Sunday School was changing due to societal changes and during the 
1980’s the church facilities for children evolved into ‘midweek Sunday School’ in the 
form of Gateway Club run after school on a Tuesday. 

It began as a single session for middle-school age group (8-12 year olds) led by Gill Hall, 
a member of HMC and teacher at Middle School, assisted by Margaret Bellis and Julia 
Warnes. It was not long before there was great demand for a similar session for First 
School Children (5-7 year olds) and a second session was started before the Middle 
School group. 

This activity ran through to the early 1990’s, morphed into a Christian Children’s group 
for the town and surrounding villages and leadership was drawn from all the churches 
working together.   

As some of the youngsters moved up to secondary school a Sunday evening Youth Get -
together was organized and run by Julia and Michael Warnes in their home. This catered 
for about 12-16 years old and about 12 youngsters would attend each Sunday. 
Interestingly, the biggest number of youngsters came from the Catholic Church. This 
group continued for many years gradually moving from the Warnes’ home to meeting at 
the Union Church. In each venue it was supported as a group for the town supported by 
all the then existing churches. 

How the local churches worked together – including what went on in individual 
churches – was directly ahected by how the clergy of the time functioned within the 
‘Churches Together’ Movement.  

Separate from that was the impact of the Hunstanton Area Outreach Committee which 
started from 1986-7 onwards for many years. Ecumenical working thrived at diherent 
times. 

Under the auspices of this committee churches from Dersingham, Snettisham, 
Heacham, Old Hunstanton and Docking worked together to organize outreach activities 
for the area. 
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Beach Missions were supported for 2 weeks every summer. As previously mentioned, 
these were run by Scripture Union for one week and a Baptist Ministry from Suholk. 

All the local churches combined provided accommodation, meals and supplemented 
stahing on the missions. Many of the older teenagers from the churches worked on 
these. 

To help support the older teenagers, the theatre was hired for a weekend and a popular 
Christian group were invited to come to perform a Christian Pop Concert. 

There was an annual Keswick Convention hosted at HMC with a Speaker from the main 
Keswick Convention. Meetings – Bible Studies were led by the visiting speaker and 
meals were provided on the Church premises. This was usually held in the early 
autumn. 

Members of the HMC made huge contributions to all these activities. 

 

1990’s                                                                                                                                                                                 
By this time, there were a group of musically able young people within the congregation 
at HMC, and under the leadership of Gill Hall (piano) and Michael Warnes (keyboard) a 
music group was formed to play at the once-a-month Family Services.  The group 
comprised Lisa Blake and Ruth Lewis (violin), Hannah Warnes (flute), Rebecca Warnes 
(Clarinet), Ed Blake (trumpet), Julia Warnes (singer and guitar} and Ben Warnes (drums). 
This continued until the older youngsters left to go away to college/university. 

With various changes in people’s circumstances, by this time there were 2 fellowship 
groups which ran on a Thursday evening. They had quite diherent characteristics: one 
was very informal and more charismatic and the other more formal bible study style 
meeting, but both supported the dynamic prayer life of the church.  

 

From 2000                                                                                                                                                                         
In the early 2000’s, some of the smaller chapels in the Circuit were no longer viable to 
run. These included Brancaster and Sedgeford. The money from the sale of these 
chapels was designated to be used within the geographical circuit and following a 
democratic vote provided the resource to re-order HMC. The physical re-ordering of the 
building was completed in 2009. 

Alongside the physical re-ordering of the church building and in line with developments 
across the Methodist Connection, churches were required to review the church life.    
From a suggestion from Richard Armiger, the District Enablement Ohicer, we took on 
the challenge of an audit of the life of the church using the Healthy Churches approach 
which involved gaining the views of all church members resulting in an action plan. 

The action plan included: 

- Continuing to develop Café style worship once a month 
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- Film Cafes during the winter months 

- Revisiting the approach of running monthly lunches 

- Joint Church /Community projects: working with and ohering spiritual support to 
the Stroke Group meeting on our premises – including an annual Carol Service; monthly 
tea with tales which was focussed on supporting folks with dementia and their carers; 
and monthly Saturday morning art and craft sessions for families with children with 
special needs. 

- Annual church projects to support organizations chosen by the church members 
alternating between home and overseas charities. 

- Regular monthly Bible Study 

- Weekly Prayer meeting – Cohee with God 

- Discipleship Courses – Christianity Explored and Discipleship explored 

I was commissioned as Lay Worker in 2013 to assist the then Minister, Rev Kim Nally, 
through a period of illness and in answer to God’s call on my life. My initial contract of 3 
years ran concurrently with my attendance at Moorlands Bible College. The Lay Worker 
role was the practical element of my training in Applied Theology, focussing on church 
growth. This was then extended for a further 5 years. This took us through maintaining 
fellowship by personal delivery of weekly service material and also virtual services of 
worship during the Covid pandemic. And also the gradual opening up of the church with 
the required infection control processes in place. 

This brought us to the end of my and Michael’s time of service for the Lord at HMC. 
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Memories of Hunstanton Methodist Church                                                                                               
by Jean Parton and Anne Barker (nee Parton) 

By virtue of the fact that Gwen Parton attended Hunstanton Methodist Church prior to 
her marriage to Fred Parton, the Church was part of our lives from the beginning. 

Gwen and Fred met at the NAAFI held in the tin hut in Austin Street during the second-
world war and after a short spell in Stoke on Trent, returned to Hunstanton when Jean 
was nine months old and lived at 24 Church Street until their deaths.  Anne and Leslie 
followed to complete the family. 

Sunday School was a given – both morning and afternoon – ably led by June and Joan 
Denny, twin sisters followed on by Betty and Charlie Frammingham.  Joyce and Mary 
Buxton would also have been involved in the life of the Sunday School. 

Many escapades were made across the Circuit with Brian Hinton taking his ‘harmonium’ 
to perform ‘concerts’ at various chapels.   The home of his parents Dr and Mrs Hinton 
were often frequented for tea parties.  

Youth club took place in the tin hut with Phyl Taylor and Charlie Frammingham.  Jean 
and Charlie ran the club for a time with many adventures taking place – night-time hikes 
seemed to be the vogue in the 60’Ss   Several MAYC (Methodist Association of Youth 
Clubs) London Weekends were frequented in addition to Methodist District youth 
events.  Eventually the move was made into the pristine new hall! 

Fred and Gwen Parton took a very active role in the life of the Church especially after 
Fred retired from seasonal work which had entailed working at weekends.  Gwen was 
the ‘jumble sale’ lady who organised countless such sales for the good of charity and 
the church.   She saw these as not just fundraising events, but of meeting with the local 
people who might not otherwise come onto Church premises.  She and Fred were also 
involved in the café which took place and all the other social events attached to the 
Church. 

Fred took on ‘caretaking’ duties and on many a cold Saturday night, much to the 
consternation of Gwen, he would walk up to Church to ensure the heating had come on 
for the Sunday morning service.  He, along with others, ensured the premises were kept 
in good order and that if the heating was on, external doors were kept shut! 

He was also a door steward for Sunday evening worship ensuring those coming into the 
building received a warm welcome.  He was also the one, who, if he thought 
conversation was going on too long after the service, would begin to put out the lights! 

It was fitting that Fred’s funeral was the last one to be held in the Sanctuary prior to 
refurbishment and Gwen’s was the first one to take place in the refurbished space. 

We give thanks to God for the way they lived their Christian lives and influenced not only 
their children, but all those with whom they came in contact. 
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Recollections by Rev Ray Cummins        

My first appointment as a Probationary 
Minister was to the Hunstanton Circuit, 
where the people were welcoming, 
supportive and very encouraging to my 
Ministry. It was of course a steep learning 
curve for me and the whole Circuit was 
patient and very willing to work alongside 
me, being open to change and to trying 
new ways in Ministry.  

I have many happy and positive memories 
of my time at Dersingham and 
Syderstone, as well as preaching in the 
other Circuit Churches that I served, i.e. 
Anmer, Snettisham, Sedgeford, Stanhoe 
and Syderstone, as well as preaching in 
the other Circuit Churches, all of which 
were wonderful experiences, and proved 
to be a solid foundation for my future 
ministry, for which I am very grateful. 

I enjoyed many aspects of my Ministry and outreach whilst in the Hunstanton Circuit. 
The Ecumenical Links with shared services were enriching times and enjoyed by all who 
attended, the Holiday Clubs at Snettisham and Stanhoe were great times for all (the 
helpers were wonderful and very creative), the B.B.Q.’s at Stanhoe and Dersingham were 
great times of fellowship, as were the Flower Festivals and Afternoon Teas (for coach 
parties) held at Dersingham. 

As I continued and moved to other Circuits, I know that my time in the Hunstanton 
Circuit was beneficial not only to myself, but to many others, the Circuit and its 
members have remained in my heart, and always will. We still keep in touch with some 
(Christmas cards and letters). 
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Chapter 9: 
Hunstanton Methodist Church Ministers (Hunstanton Wesleyan Circuit) 

The Hunstanton Circuit merged with the West Norfolk Circuit in September 2010. 

1887  George H Howson                               
1888  David W Barr                                           
1891  Frederick H Thomas                             
1892  J Lewis Smith                                            
1895  Edward Charlesworth                                 
1897  Richard H Higson                                  
1900  Ernest A Stead                                       
1903  Harold Hopkinson                              
1905  William A Phillips                                  
1909  Charles E Grihin                                   
1912  William J Rogers                                    
1915 Sidney Pitt                                                  
1916 Harvey Field                                                 
1918 F Hubert Pritchard                               
1923  Sherwin Smith                                          
1926 Frederick Senior                                        
1928 Percy E Farrar                                           
1931  Thomas Fletcher                                   
1935 Thomas Jukes                                           
1939  George J Chamberlain                           
1944  A Barrett Gowers                                   
1947  William G Carty                                       
1951 Percy C Cadamy                                     
1954 John Winn                                                  
1961 Sidney R Holt                                           
1966  Albert Fairhurst                                      
1973  George R Nunnerley                           
1978 Anthony H Gledhill                                   
1983  Margaret A E Meakin                              
1990  Keith J Ledson                                        
1993  David B Bucktrout                                 
2001  Kim Nally                                                   
2014  Stephen Oliver                                      
2020  Richman Ncube 

 

 

 

Walsingham and Docking Wesleyan 
Circuit                                                                                             
1875 J Woollerton                                               
1876 Caleb Streat                                             
1877-78 Thomas N Grhin                                 
1879 D Eyre                                                            
1880-82 Joseph Mole                                          
1883-85 H Needle                                                 
1886 G H Howson 

Methodist union took place in 1932 and 
there is a hand-written note in the 
archives of ministers who served in a 
new circuit absorbing Hunstanton 
Wesleyan and Docking Primitive 
circuits. Some names are indistinct. 
1935-36 A E Rose                                                 
1936-39 Thomas Jukes                                     
1937-40 R B Large                                                 
1940-44 G J Chamberlain                                 
1941-42 J L Barlow                                             
1943-46 Alec R Chastney                                          
1944-46 A B Gowers                                             
1947-50 William G Carter                                 
1950 Herbert  G Hawkes                              
1947-49 Ernest E Warren                           
1951 Percy C Cadamy                                       
1951 Albert A Pattin [?] 

For a time, the Hunstanton Circuit had a 
Superintendent Minister, based at 
Hunstanton Methodist Church, 
supported by a second minister. 
Available records show the following 
additional ministers:                                      
1980: David Vale                                               
1985: David Walter                                                   
1989: Raymond Cummins                              
1994: Ian Worrall                                              
1999: Pam Bayliss 
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Circuit 1945 - 2010                                                                                                                                                                              
In 1945 the Hunstanton and Docking Circuit Magazine listed chapels at Hunstanton, 
Docking, Dersingham (Sandringham Road), Dersingham (Wesley), Anmer, Bircham, 
Brancaster Staithe, Brancaster Town, Burnham Market, Burnham Thorpe, Flitcham, 
Heacham (High Street), Heacham (Station Road) and Holme. 

The final service for the closing of the Hunstanton Circuit took place on 11 July 2010. It 
became part of the West Norfolk Circuit. 
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